Minutes of the meeting of Bronington Community Council-
Held at Bronington School on Wednesday 18th October 2017 at 7.30 pm
	Present
	Cllrs. D Evans (Chairman), V Brodie (attended part of the meeting), A Warren, R Millington, A Reardon, M Watson, R Hill, P Robinson, S Turner, A Lewis.  
The Clerk.  Three members of the public.
	

	1- Apologies
	Cllr. S Swinden.
	

	2- Declarations of Interest
	Cllr Robinson declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 16.1 of the agenda.
	

	3- Casual Vacancies
	There is one vacancy on the Council for the Iscoyd ward that is to be filled by co-option.
	

	4- Police Update
	The police did not attend the meeting.  The following report was submitted-
· Emerging issues include extensive patrols carried out in the rural areas.
· No major crimes have been reported for the month.

Cllrs raised the following concerns:-
· A number of crimes in the area have not been included in the monthly report including suspicious activity Cllr Robinson reported to the police.   The Clerk is to enquire why this was not included on the report.
	RS

	5-  Adoption of the minutes
	Resolved: - The minutes of the business meeting that was held on Wednesday 20th September 2017 were proposed by Cllr Brodie and seconded by Cllr Watson.  The minutes were then adopted and signed as correct. 
	

	6- Matters Arising
	The following faults remain outstanding.  The Clerk has contacted Highways to enquire when the repairs / works will be completed, but no response has been received to date:-
6.1.1 Grids: - The grids on the A525 are full.  
6.1.2 Road Surface: - The road from Lower Wych to Eglwys Cross needs resurfacing especially at the turning for Tallarn Green.  
6.1.3 Road Condition: - Back Lane, off Chapel Lane, Bronington (located on the road opposite Green Dragon Farm on the A495). Is in poor condition as the grass verges are spreading out into the road and grass is growing down the middle of the road.  
6.1.4 Footpath: - The footpath on the A525 located outside Little Green Farm to Eglwys Cross is in a poor state of disrepair.  This is causing a hazard for pedestrians using the footpath.  
6.1.5 Blocked grids: - Outside Redbrook House, Redbrook Maelor.  
6.1.6 Blocked Grids: - At the junction of Whitewell Road and Smokey Lane.  
6.1.7 Road Surface: - Road is breaking up again on Whitewell Road (this has happened before at this location due to a badgers set).  
6.1.8 Potholes: - located from Fenns Lane to the junction with Brick Walls Lane.  
6.1.9 Potholes: - Road north of Eastwick Farm (this was due to be repaired two years ago) – there are two major potholes / road subsidence.

6.1.10 Pothole: - Located at junction at Eglwys Cross.  
6.1.11 Overgrown Footpath: - From Moss Lane to Chapel Lane the grass is growing across the footpath and is overgrown.

6.1.12 Conery Lane, Bronington: - Numerous potholes.
6.1.13 Potholes: - located on Bowkers Lane.
6.1.14 Potholes: - located from Broad Oak Farm to Pinfold Farm. 
6.1.15 Blocked Grids: - Located on the A495.

6.1.16 Potholes: - Located Smokey Lane and Whitewell Road are getting worse.

6.1.17 Potholes: - located on Broomers Lane and Mannings Lane.

6.1.18 Blocked Grids: - located on Whitewell Lane past Whitewell Church and are causing road subsidence.
6.1.19 New Hall Lane, Bronington: - attention required to improve road surface.

6.1.20 Blocked Grids: - located on the A495 between School Lane and Bronington Church.

6.1.21 Lower Barns, Ty Broughton: - potholes are getting worse with drivers using the grass verges to avoid the potholes.

6.1.22 A525:- potholes are increasing in size at the following locations on the A525 – in front of Border garage; outside Ruscoe Farm; at the top of Broad Oak Bank and at Painters Green.

6.1.23 Blocked grids: - located on the corner at Holly Bank and Meadow View.  

6.1.24 Missing Sign:-located in a ditch on the A495 between the church and School Lane (indicates slippy road).
6.1.25 Conery Lane: - The lane is in a complete lack of disrepair with pot holes due to no maintenance from Wrexham Council. In February, three people have had split tyres and one person a broken spring on a trailer, due to a very large pot hole measuring 7" to 8" deep by 2 foot wide.

6.1.26   Pothole: - serious pothole next to a drain on the A525 opposite “The Bhatti”.  If it is not filled in, it is likely to cause the drain to collapse when a heavy vehicle crosses it. 
6.1.27 Blocked Grids: - located at the junction of School Lane to Nook Lane on the A 495.  
6.1.28 Pothole: - Road surface breaking up due to very deep potholes located on Back Lane and Chapel Lane, Bronington.

6.1.29 Pothole: - located at junction on the A495 for School Lane, Bronington.

6.1.30 A525:- there are overgrown branches on the footpath on the A525 near to Border Garage – pedestrians are having to walk on the road to avoid the branches.  The clerk has reported the concern to Highways and the matter has been resolved. 

6.1.31 Redbrook: - the tarmac is breaking up badly on the A495, this is due to the large number of wagons that use the road daily.  
6.1.32 Pothole: - located by the junction with School Lane, Bronington.  
6.1.33 Pavement: - the pavement on the A525 in Bronington is in an extremely poor state.  

6.1.34 Whitewell Road, Whitewell: - there are a number of large potholes located on Whitewell Road located beyond the turning for Whitewell Church.  

6.1.35 Smokey Lane, Tybroughton: - there are numerous potholes all over the road that are in an urgent state of repair.  

6.1.36 The Hully, Tybroughton: - there are potholes all over the road that are in an urgent state of repair.  

6.1.37 A495:- the road is subsiding at on the A495 outside Springfield Farm, Bronington.

6.1.38 A495:- there is a large pothole on the A495 on the first bend when you turn towards Bronington at the Redbrook Maelor junction.  

6.2      Letter to MP: - A letter has been sent to Ken Skates, the Welsh Cabinet Secretary for Economy and Infrastructure, to complain about the lack of action regarding repairs to the highways.

6.3      Connery Lane: - The access remains open. The Clerk has reported this to WCBC, who have replied to advise that the land is still in the process of being transferred from the Council to Maelor Nurseries.  As it could get a bit confusing with a planning application being dealt with at the same time that the land is being sold the planning department have agreed that an application can be submitted within 21 days of the date of the purchase being completed.

6.4     Caravan Site at Nook Lane: - The Clerk has chased up planning enforcement regarding the permanent caravans located at the caravan site.  WCBC replied to advise that one of the caravans is being used for storage so doesn’t need an application.  The other one wasn’t occupied and the owner is going to let WCBC know what his intentions are.

6.5     Smokey Lane, Tybroughton: - there are a number of gateways situated on Smokey Lane that are used to accessing the fields. The Clerk has contacted Planning who have advised that there was one approved access on Smokey Lane by Corner Cottage, although this hasn’t been completed in accordance with the approved plans, and there is also an additional access that has been formed in the adjacent field.  This does not have planning permission and will need it as it is onto a classified road.  WCBC has written to them about both the accesses.

6.6     Painters Green: - concerns were raised regarding a work shed at Painters Green that has been converted into a dwelling.  In addition the owners have installed a septic tank on the common ground next to the site which has been tarmacked.  The Clerk has reported the mater to planning enforcement who have replied to advise the only works that they can see that are taking place are in accordance with the approved plans.

6.7     Eastwick Farm, Tybroughton: - concerns were raised regarding the office at Eastwick Farm which has been converted into a dwelling.  The Clerk has reported the mater to planning enforcement who have replied to advise they have spoken to the owner and he says that the building is being used as a garage on the ground floor and office on the first floor as per the plans.   They have had the occasional guest staying on the first floor when they haven’t had room in the house but nothing permanent.     
	

	7- Open Forum
	The following concerns were raised:-
· Overgrown footpath from Chapel Lane to Bronington village needs to be cleared and cut back as it is hazardous for pedestrians.  The Clerk is to report to Highways.
The Clerk is to report the outstanding highways faults to the Ombudsmen due to lack of action by WCBC.
	RS

RS

	8- Correspondence
	8.1 List of post received:-
8.2 List of emails forwarded to councillors:-

Wrexham Town and Community Council Forum – minutes

Issue 146 - Wednesday 13th September - AVOW Weekly E-bulletin

Wrexham Town and Community Council - 21 September 2017

LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCE - COEDPOETH - TUESDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER - 6.30-9.00

One Voice Wales AGM Motions 2017

Issue 147 - Wednesday 20th September - AVOW Weekly E-bulletin

Consultation Document - "Taking forward Wales' Sustainable Management of Natural Resources"

Don't Miss Out - One Voice Wales Conference and AGM Saturday 30th September 2017

Community Agents presentation at Forum

Local Champions Wanted

Wednesday 27th September 2017 - AVOW Weekly E-bulletin

AVOW Training Courses

AVOW OCTOBER TRAINING

CONSULTATION: GUIDANCE FOR PRINCIPAL COUNCILS ON THE REVIEW OF COMMUNITIES

INFORMATION FROM HEAD OF FINANCE, WCBC.

Community Agent Funding

The initiative is funded using the Intermediate Care Fund which is managed by the Health Board.  The Council and the Health Board jointly agree priorities for this funding and have prioritised Community Agents as a strategically relevant scheme and funding will not be withdrawn.  However, this is subject to continued availability of the Intermediate Care Fund, 

If Welsh Government withdrew the funding, then the Council’s standard approach to specific grant funded service is “no grant, no service”.  Consequently, any Council funding would depend on its priorities and financial situation at the time.

Get involved! Review of the Community and Town Council Sector

Review of the Community and Town Council Sector

CONSULTATION: GUIDANCE FOR PRINCIPAL COUNCILS ON THE REVIEW OF COMMUNITIES

AVOW Training Courses

IRPW - Draft Annual Report – The Independent Remuneration Panel draft Annual Report 2018/19 has now been published for consultation and is available on its website 

Issue 149 - Wednesday 4th October 2017 - AVOW Weekly E-bulletin

WW1 memorial in Bellevue Park - would like to invite you to send in names, rank and regiments of anyone, that you wish to include in the Book of Remembrance from your area?


	

	9- Community Room
	Cllrs have spoken with residents living in Bronington regarding demand for a community room and have received a positive response from various groups wishing to use the room.
Cllr Brodie is looking into applying for a lottery grant.
	

	10- Accounts-
	10.1 To agree and approve payments to local charities:-
Resolved:- that the Council agree to donate the following amounts:-

· Wales Air Ambulance - £200.00

· Nightingale House - £200.00

· The Rainbow Centre - £200.00

· Shooting Stars - £200.00

Proposed by Cllr Reardon and seconded by Cllr Millington.
10.2 The Council considered the request for a donation received from the Jubilee Luncheon Club

Resolved: - that the Council agree to donate £500.00.  Proposed by 

Cllr Millington and seconded by Cllr Reardon.
 10.3 Financial Report:-

The bank balance as at 1st October 2017 is as follows:- 

Lloyds Current Account £ 26,460.11
         To approve payments / receipts:-
Payments:- 

Chq No

Payee

Amount 

105
Running Costs

£   15.11
106
Wales Audit Office (for 2016 - 17 accounts)
£ 186.00
107

DONATION:- Jubilee Luncheon Club

£ 500.00

The Clerk’s salary was paid by standing order.
Receipts:-

None received.
Resolved: - Councillors agreed to accept the Financial Report and the above payments.  Proposed by Cllr Robinson and seconded by Cllr Hill.
10.4 Budget:-
The Council received the year to date figures as at 30/09/17 and forecast figures to 31/03/17.
10.5 Clerks Hours:-

The Clerk is employed by the Council to work 6 hours per week.  Due to additional work caused by the elections earlier this year, internal matters and the financial year end she has worked approximately 12 – 14 surplus hours to date.

Resolved: - Councillors agreed to pay the Clerk for the additional hours she has worked.  Proposed by Cllr Warren and seconded by Cllr Turner.

10.6 Payments:- To consider the following payments for the financial year April 2017 – March 2018:-

· To schools in the Community
· Towards the upkeep of Burial Grounds in the Community
· Towards the upkeep of War Memorials in the Community
Resolved:- that the Council agree to the following:-

· Schools in the Community - deferred

· Donation towards the upkeep of Burial Grounds in the Community to be deferred until clarification is obtained that the money will be specifically used towards the upkeep of the burial grounds.
· Donations towards the upkeep of War Memorials in the Community
(I Jones (war memorial maintenance)- £300.00; R Clorley (war memorial maintenance) - £150.00.  Proposed by Cllr Reardon and seconded by Cllr Watson.
10.7 To review the Clerk’s salary for the financial year April 2017 – March 2018:- this item was deferred.
	

	11- Defibrillator
	Barlows are due to install the heated cabinet at Whitewell Parish Rooms by the beginning of November. 

With regards to Bronington School – Barlows are waiting for the Maintenance Section to attend to the ground works  - unfortunately they are looking at  least 3-4 weeks’ time (middle to end of November) before their electrical section can attend.
	

	12- Barry Barlow Memorial Play Area Update 
	12.1 To receive update regarding repairs to equipment at the play area further to recent  inspection by WCBC:-

The Clerk is to contact BJ Services for an update on the situation regarding the request for works at the play area as previously instructed as it is essential that the works are carried out as soon as possible
12.2    To consider going out to tender for works and inspection:-
The Council are to advertise for the tender for the works and inspection of the play area.
	RS

	13- Iscoyd War Memorial
	Cllr Robinson is due to meet with Phillip Godsall regarding the Iscoyd War Memorial.
	

	14- Response
	The Council agreed to respond to the Review of the Community and Town Council Sector to express their frustration that their requests are frequently ignored by WCBC.
	

	15- Highways 
	The Clerk has contacted WCBC to establish what actions can be taken with regards to speeding concerns on the A495 and installing a speed limit.

WCBC rang to advise that WCBC are looking at the A495 speed limit and are due to put a bid to the Welsh Assembly next year (after April) for it to be looked at.   There are no funds available at present to do anything and it would have to be looked at as a whole for the area.
WCBC suggested that the Council contact Go Safe regarding speed devices.  The Clerk has logged the request with Go Safe and is awaiting a response. 
	

	16- Planning
	16.1 Applications Received:-
P/2017/0804 – Extension to rear of dwelling, use of existing garage as workshop (ancillary to dwelling) and change of use of former agricultural land at rear to residential and garage use at Howberry Bungalow, Lower Wych Road, Lower Wych, Malpas 

Resolved: - The Council support the application.
P/2017/0800 – outline application to erect single dwelling at Hill View, Chapel Lane, Bronington

Resolved:- The Council made the following observations:-

· Concerns regarding visibility for the proposed entrance;
· Additional traffic on Chapel Lane;
· A new build property is out of character for the area which is made up of older properties.
P/2017/0818 – extension and remodelling of dwelling (amendment to application previously approved under code no P/2017/0166) at Kiln Green, Iscoyd

Resolved: - The Council support the application.
P/2017/0822 – construction of new vehicular access with two brick gateposts, driveway, fence and hedge planting and 1.8 m high boundary wall at Bron Haul Farm, Drury Lane, Tybroughton

Resolved: - The Council support the application.
16.2 New Applications Received:-

P/2017/0840 – Use of first floor of existing detached garage as ancillary annexe accommodation at Eastwick Farm, Tybroughton

Resolved: - The Council support the application.
P/2017/0848 - First floor extension above existing study to form dressing and en suite bathroom at Higher Lanes Cottage, Higher Lanes, Iscoyd
Resolved: - The Council made no observations.
16.3 Decisions:-
Granted:-

P/2017/0559 – Iscoyd Park, Hall Green, Iscoyd

P/2017/0560 - Iscoyd Park, Hall Green, Iscoyd

P/2017/0617 - The Cottage, Hanmer Road, Eglwys Cross

Refused:-

P/2017/0439 - Land North of Higher Lanes, Higher Wych, Malpas

P/2017/0615 - Higher Lanes Cottage, Higher Lanes, Iscoyd
16.4 Housing Needs Survey:-

Concerns were raised regarding the lack of affordable homes in the outlying rural areas for local people and rural workers.  The Clerk is to write to WCBC to establish the policy for building in the open countryside.
16.5  Hawk Homes:-
The Clerk has spoken with Hawk Homes and suggested that they hold an event in the village to consult with the public.  An extraordinary meeting is to be called as and when the planning application is received.
	RS

	17- Community Agent
	No update.
	

	18- Bronington School
	Cllr Brodie updated the meeting as follows:-
· The lottery grant has been approved to redo the pond at the school.
	

	19- Christmas
	The Rotary Club is due to visit Bronington with Father Christmas on 21st December.

Christmas Carols round the Tree will take place on this date.

Additional lights for the Christmas Tree are to be purchased.

Cllr Reardon has agreed to organise the additional lights, mulled wine and food.  She has asked for volunteers to help at the event.
	

	20- Christmas Tree Festival
	Bronington Church has invited local Community Groups to bring and decorate a Christmas tree together with a brief description of their group’s activity.  Trees may be decorated of the morning of Advent Sunday from 10am.  
The Council agreed to take part in the Christmas Tree Festival.
	

	21- Venue
	Resolved:- The Council agreed to the following venues for 2018 meetings:-

January – Bronington School; February - Bronington School; 

March - Bronington School; April – Bronington School; 

May – Whitewell Parish Rooms; June – Whitewell Parish Rooms; 

July – Whitewell Parish Rooms; September – Whitewell Parish Rooms; October - Bronington School; November - Bronington School.

The Clerk is to book the meeting rooms.
	

	22- Councillors Questions
	22.1 Road Surface: - the tarmac surrounding the grids outside Green Dragon is breaking up.  The Clerk is to report the matter to Highways.

22.2 Road Subsidence: - located outside Springfield Farm on the A495.  The Clerk is to report the matter to Highways.

22.3 Blocked Grids: - located on Smokey Lane between Holly Bank and Meadow View.  The Clerk is to report the matter to Highways.

22.4 Blocked Grids: - located between Whitewell Church and where the badger’s set was on Smokey Lane.  The Clerk is to report the matter to Highways.

22.5 Road Surface: - the tarmac surrounding the grid is broken up at the junction on the A525 for Broad Oak, Whitewell.  The Clerk is to report the matter to Highways.
22.6 Fly Tipping: - taking place at Painter’s Green (located half way down to the oak tree).  The Clerk is to report the matter to Highways.
	RS

RS

RS

RS

RS

RS

	23- Date of next meeting 
	Wednesday  15th November 2017 – Bronington School

	


The meeting closed at 9.50 pm

